
 

What percentage attendance means to your child in terms of lost learning 

 
 
 

 
190 SCHOOL 

DAYS IN EACH 
YEAR 

 
190 days for your 
child’s education 

 
 
 

6 days absence 

 
184 DAYS OF 
EDUCATION 

 
 
 
 
 

 
8 days absence 

 
182 DAYS OF 
EDUCATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Light Amber 

 
 

19 days absence 
Half a term missed 

 
171 DAYS OF 
EDUCATION 

 
 
 
 

Dark Amber 

 
 
 
 
 

21 days absence 

 
169 DAYS OF 
EDUCATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

47 days absence 
 

143 DAYS OF 
EDUCATION 

 
      100%                                  97% 
                      (Expected) 

 
 96%          94%              93%         90% 
                     (Monitoring) 

 
  89%                                    75% 
                  (School Action) 

Good - not a drop of learning lost 
Best chance of success 
Gives  your child a flying start 

School to monitor 
Negative effect on attainment 
Progress weakened due to gaps 

Serious concern – Persistent absence 
Not fair on your child 
Court Action 

 

80% attendance over 5 years = 1 whole year of education lost. 

Research suggests that pupils who have an average of 20 days absent per school year see negative effects throughout their 
educational journey – resulting in a whole GCSE grade deficit by the time they leave secondary education. 

Article 28 of United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child : The right to learn and go to school 

175 days to spend on family time, visits, holidays, 

shopping, household jobs and other appointments 

175 non-school days a 

year 

Green Red 


